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- Whenmost clothing store owners 5
talk about values, they're either
trying to convince you that their
pricesare scoop-it-up-now low or
explain predsely why their prices
are once-you-see-the-level- f share
of-craftsmanship-you'l I-

understand high.

18

comver  But for Randy Brewer, an old hand at Bay
Convert in Berkeley prides itself on U.S.-made items. Areaboutiq ues, valuesare sim ple And at
his year-old shop Convert on trendy Fourth
Streetin Berkeley, they run toward organic materials
and American manufacturing.

IMAGES

For all the rah-rah Americana trundling through
menswear these days, to find such an array of
American-made garments that don't look as if they
were lifted from the saddlebag of a wayward member

raft of brands - many hailing from Los Angeles- that

Berkeley, atown that sartorially orbits the twin stars of oA

the fleee-and-jeans college set and the fleee-jeans-and-a-ponytail older set. After two
decades of working in some rather trendy San Francisco boutiques- heran Villain's
Vault for 12 years and worked at Rolo for 10 years before that - he has a clear sense of
what the East Bay is missing.

FROM OUR HOMEPAGE

"Theydon't need me over in San Francisco," he quipped. Instead, he sets his sights on a
more laid-b ack gent who stil | seesthe merits of looking good.

"The goal is to dress guysin thingstheyfeel good in. | want guys to look good going out
at night and to know that they don't always have to wear that North Face jacket."
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If the characterization that Califor nia outdoors duds carry the day in Berkeley is right,
Brewer has found that some of the surf and skate brands that he stocks are natur al allies,
both aeshetically and in terms of sustainability.

"The surf and skate crew are moreinto organic materials than maybe the straight fashion
brands might be," he said. "You know, those guys are out there in the world, out in the
oceans, and they're thinking about the environment."

Thus Convert's wedlth of organic clothes. Not only is the Convert brand T-shirt ($22)
made of organic cotton, the Portland, Ore.,-based brand Nau that Brewer ravesabout is
also made of organic and recycled fabrics. Crate, made in L.A., is from old and
dead-stock fabrics, another nod to both sustainable production and the wedth of makers
and materialsin the city's vast garment and textil e industry.

For truly excellent underwear, try Berkeley's Pact. I'l | vouch for their comfort, and with
ties to local industrial design star YvesBehar and a percentage of each purchase going to
aworthy environmental organization, these are the drawers for any design-minded
do-gooder.

But for all the fine, organic waresBrewer has on sale, he claimsthat it's the other prong
of his two-pronged ethical commerce approach that resonates more with men.

"The customer is moreinter ested in clothesmade in the U.S.A. than in organic," he told
me. "Actually, made in the U.S.A. is helping to promote the organic stuff. But | seethem
as two sides of the same coin."”

Brewer has clear ideals, sure, but he'sstil| primarily inter ested in seeing his customers
look good. "People are stil | going to think that organic clothesare unattr active and

expensive,” he said. "But when they come in here and seewhat I've got, they're surprised.

"I want the clothesto lead, and then when you learn about them, the things | value most
are more of an 'oh, by theway.' | want it that way."

Conve rt: 1809-B Fourth St., Berkeley; (510) 649-9759. www.convertstyle.com.

Follow Aaron Britt's stylish tweets: @ThePocketSquare. E-mail comments to
sty le@sfchr onicle.com.

This article appeared on page E - 5 of the San Francisco Chronicle
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